A method for the elimination of false positives generated by the mRNA differential display technique.
The recently described mRNA differential display method provides an attractive tool for the isolation of genes showing regulated expression in a variety of systems. A key step in this technique consists of the isolation of PCR-synthesized radioactive cDNAs corresponding to differentially expressed mRNAs. Here, we show that the purified cDNAs remain contaminated with unrelated cDNA sequences that may lead to the artifactual isolation of false positives in the subsequent steps of the method. A powerful assay for the detection and elimination of this contaminating material, allowing the specific isolation of clones corresponding to the regulated genes identified by the differential display, is provided.